
Thinking about adding or modifying a fence in Franklin? 
 
Fences within Franklin are regulated under Section 1268.28 of the Franklin Zoning 
Code. All fences require a permit.   
 
If you are considering adding or altering a FENCE on your property, you must do the 

following – 

 

1) Submit a Request for Fence Permit to the Village. 

2) Submit a (Historic District Review) if the proposed fence is within the defined 

area of the Franklin Historic District. 

Standards for fences include - 
1) Fences must be constructed primarily of wood, stone, brick, or wrought iron.   

Prohibited materials include razor wire and barbed wire. Chain link fences are 
only permitted for tennis courts, dog runs, baseball backstops, cemeteries, and 
construction fences. 

2) Fences on private property must not exceed 48 inches in height. 
3) Fences are permitted only in rear yards and side yards. No fence may extend 

into the front yard. Fences in a side or rear yard that abuts a street may not be 
constructed within the required setback. There is an exception allowing front yard 
fences in the Historic District, subject to approval by the Historic District 
Commission. 

4) Fences need to be maintained in good condition. Rotten or broken components 
must be repaired, or removed.  

5) Fences shall not obstruct the view of drivers in vehicles traveling around sharp 
curves in the road or approaching an intersection of two roads or a road and a 
driveway. 

6) The opacity of wood, brick or wrought iron fences must not exceed 40 percent 
(i.e. 60 percent open).  Stone or natural materials (e.g., stone walls) fences 
cannot exceed 50 percent opacity.  

7) Privacy screens are a type of fence that provides a substantially opaque barrier 
to screen a selected use or particular area in a private residential yard.  Privacy 
screens may be placed on the interior of a lot and cannot exceed six feet in 
height nor may they be located in a required yard setback area.  They can be 
erected to screen a selected use or area (such as a swimming pool or patio) but 
they cannot be erected to screen an entire side or rear yard.  

 
Please contact the Building Department or the Franklin Building Official at Village Hall 
for the Franklin Fence Permit application.  They can assist with both its completion and 
answer any questions. 
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